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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

SUSPENDING ENERGY IMPORTS
FROM RUSSIA ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, the world is in
awe of the Ukrainian people, who have shown
extraordinary courage and an iron will in the
face of Russia’s unprovoked war.

As we speak, they are putting their lives on
the line to protect their sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, protect their families, and de-
fend their democracy.

Indeed, the entire country—parents and chil-
dren, rich and poor, in big cities and in small
towns—have come together to safeguard their
heritage and their home.

Tragically, Putin has met their heroism with
accelerating brutality: reportedly bombing in-
discriminately and attacking civilians, including
children.

In doing so, the world has seen what the
United Nations has deemed the “fastest grow-
ing refugee crisis in Europe since World War
1.”

At this pivotal moment, America will not be
delayed or deterred in taking action to counter
Putin’s aggression and support the Ukrainian
people.

With historic speed and coordination with
our allies and partners, America has led the
international community in taking devastating
action against Russia.

We have crippled the Russian economy:
cutting off its banks, choking off its access to
technology, targeting oligarchs funding this
war—and much more.

We have bolstered our support for NATO—
and today the House will pass $13.6 billion in
new funding for Ukraine for humanitarian, mili-
tary and economic assistance.

And now, the House will take major and se-
vere step to continue our ongoing efforts to
hold Putin accountable for his aggression.

By passing the strong, bipartisan Sus-
pending Energy Imports from Russia Act, we
will further isolate Russia from the global
economy and leave it weaker in every way.

For their relentless leadership in crafting this
legislation, let us salute Congressmen LLOYD
DOGGETT and EARL BLUMENAUER.

And thank you to Ways and Means Chair-
man RICHIE NEAL for his masterful work to
steer this urgent package to the Floor.

This legislation contains three primary provi-
sions.

First, we are banning the import of Russian
oil and energy products into the United States.

This will tighten our stranglehold on Russia
by cutting off the lifeblood of its economy—
and a major source of Putin’s wealth. Con-
gress commends President Biden for an-
nouncing this step in his remarks today—and
we will support his initiative with this legisla-
tion.

At the same time, American production of oil
and gas is approaching record highs—and we

will continue working to protect families from
Putin’s Price Hike. In the long-term, America
must move to diversify our energy sources: to
defend democracy, protect our planet and
bring down energy costs for our families.

Second, we are taking steps to review Rus-
sia’s access to the World Trade Organization.

Access to the benefits of international trade
is a privilege—not a right. By moving to de-
prive them of these benefits, we seek to fur-
ther diminish Russia in the global economy.

Third, we are reauthorizing and strength-
ening the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac-
countability Act.

Enacted in 2016, the Global Magnitsky Act
broadened the human rights abuses that can
be punished with sanctions and bolstered co-
ordination with our partners. The legislation we
will pass today will ensure the United States
can impose these sanctions on Russia for its
heinous attacks on Ukrainian civilians and its
violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

PROTECTING AMERICAN FAMILIES

Putin’s aggression has caused severe dis-
ruption to global oil markets, helping to in-
crease prices here at home and around the
world.

But the United States does not need to
choose between defending our democratic val-
ues and protecting our economic interests.

As Congress and the Administration con-
tinue to work together to cripple the Russian
economy, we remain laser-focused on bringing
down energy costs for American families and
our partners stemming from Putin’s invasion.

We salute President Biden for leading our
allies in releasing 60 million barrels of oil from
strategic reserves—including 30 million from
American reserves in the SPR—to stabilize
global markets.

CLOSE

This legislation is an urgent imperative: both
morally, to stand with Ukraine, and strategi-
cally, to ensure our security interests.

And it is my hope that this package receives
strong, bipartisan support worthy of the valor
and sacrifice of the Ukrainian people.

With that, | urge a strong, bipartisan “aye”
vote.

———
HAITI DEVELOPMENT, ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, AND INSTITUTIONAL

TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, the House will
proudly pass an omnibus government funding
bill that delivers For The People: strengthening
national security, bolstering economic pros-
perity and advancing democratic governance.

And this legislation will offer a strong foun-
dation on which Democrats will continue our
focus on Building a Better America: with lower
costs, bigger paycheck and more jobs.

Thank you, Madam Chair ROSA DELAURO,
for your tireless work in assembling this omni-
bus package. You have been a masterful
force in crafting a package that will help us
meet the needs of American families.

Let us also salute Ranking Member KAY
GRANGER, as well as our committed counter-
parts in the Senate: Chairman PAT LEAHY and
Ranking Member RICHARD SHELBY.

This legislation addresses many of the top
priorities for our country and in our commu-
nities for the long-term.

For families, this means strong public
schools; clean air and water; more public
health resources; safe food and lower costs of
insulin. With this bill, we are especially proud
to increase the maximum Pell Grant by $400;
as well as establishing funding for President
Biden’s bold new ARPA-H initiative to finally
defeat cancer.

For workers, it means better-paying jobs,
support for our small businesses and a strong
social safety net.

For women and girls, it means the long-
overdue reauthorization of the Violence
Against Women Act: one of our nation’s most
powerful tools to safeguard safety, dignity and
rights.

For our veterans, it means reliable benefits,
reducing backlogs for veterans and their fami-
lies seeking assistance, and meeting the
needs of the VA’s health care system.

For our national security, it means honoring
the service of our troops with improvements to
defense readiness and modernization, strong-
er defenses against cyber attacks and pro-
moting our democratic values abroad.

Enacting this omnibus will also unlock bil-
lions in more federal dollars under our Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law—delivering key invest-
ments in nearly every community across the
country.

Doing so will help us rebuild our nation
while reinvigorating our middle class: creating
millions of good-paying jobs improving roads
and bridges, public transit, ports and airports,
water systems and broadband, and more

As we proceed on this legislation, war rages
on in Ukraine. This omnibus includes $13.6
billion in emergency supplemental funding for
humanitarian, military and economic assist-
ance for Ukraine.

Today, | had the privilege of an extensive
telephone  conversation  with  President
Zelensky. It afforded me the opportunity to
praise the extraordinary courage and resolve
of the Ukrainian people as they defend their
communities and their democracy.

| also conveyed to him the sympathy of the
Congress for the loss of life and livelihood in
Ukraine—especially after Putin’s barbaric at-
tack on a maternity hospital, killing parents
and children.

He expressed the gratitude of the Ukrainian
people for the assistance that the United
States has provided to date. But much more
needs to be done. This legislation takes a
strong step forward.

| am proud of the strong leadership of Presi-
dent Biden in his role in unifying NATO and
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other allies to cripple Russia’s economy in re-
sponse to Putin’s diabolical, premeditated as-
sault on Ukraine and its democracy.

Again, | thank Chair DELAURO for her mas-
terful leadership—and | urge a “yes” vote.

TROY CHAPMAN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Troy Chap-
man for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Troy Chapman is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Troy Chap-
man is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Troy
Chapman for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassador for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

CONGRATULATING TONY HASS ON
RECEIVING THE TRAILBLAZER
AWARD

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Tony Hass, owner of the Walking
Y Ranch, on being honored with the Denver
Business Journal's 2022 Who’s Who in Agri-
culture Trailblazer Award. After 36 years run-
ning a 200 cow-calf operation, Tony received
this prestigious honor in recognition of his
dedicated career to Colorado’s ranching and
agricultural community.

Tony graduated Lamar Community College
with an A.S. in animal science before begin-
ning his more than 5,000 acre ranching oper-
ation and local butcher beef business. This
true American company is notable for its out-
standing economic impact in southeast Colo-
rado.

Tony married his wife Connie and raised
two  wonderful  children—Matthew  and
Breann—all while continuing to work for the
Las Animas community. Today, he is the
proud grandfather of Liam.

In addition to his many decades operating
the Walking Y Ranch, Tony has proudly
served the Las Animas community for more
than three years as a County Commissioner
with the hope of being a strong voice for the
people of rural Colorado.

Through his work and service before self,
Tony has garnered not only a well-earned rep-
utation for ranching, but the respect of every-
one in our community.

On behalf of Colorado’s 4th District, | offer
my sincerest congratulations to Tony for his
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well-deserved award and thank him for his
outstanding role in our regions agriculture and
tireless commitment to making his community
a better place to live.

HONORING JEFFREY STRAND

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. OMAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 42+ year career of Hennepin Coun-
ty Civil Servant Jeffrey Strand.

Public service is a noble and tireless pursuit
aimed at improving the lives of your neighbors
and community. Jeff is a testament to that pur-
suit.

Jeff is retiring after 42+ years of dedicated
service to our shared constituents of Hennepin
County. His admirable public service will leave
a legacy of vast knowledge, leadership, and
kindness for the County’s employees and con-
stituents alike. We can only hope that our
local, county, state, and federal governments
fill their ranks with such dedicated servants
like Jeff.

Jeff should be proud of the service he has
provided to Hennepin County and | wish him
the very best for the next phase of his life.
Hennepin County is a better place because of
his efforts and | know his fellow Hennepin
County colleagues will cherish the memories
of serving with him.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing and thanking Jeffrey Strand
for his hard work on behalf of Hennepin Coun-
ty, and to wish him well for his well-deserved
retirement.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
FINDLAY BEING NAMED THE
TOP MICROPOLITAN COMMUNITY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Findlay, Ohio, for being named the Top
Micropolitan Community in the United States
for the eighth year in a row by Site Selection
Magazine. Findlay has routinely shown what a
strong community with a commitment to pros-
perity can do through implementation of their
renowned “Findlay Formula.” The city’s focus
on this formula continues to pay dividends and
serves as an example to communities across
the country.

In order to be considered a micropolitan
city, the area must have a population ranging
from 10,000 to 50,000. Cities that qualify were
evaluated on business growth and economic
sustainability. Findlay was able to secure this
award for the eighth year in a row because of
their focus on job creation, new construction,
and capital investment that met Site Selec-
tion’s criteria. In 2021, Findlay had an esti-
mated $160 million in capital investment and
twenty-four qualifying projects. This investment
has resulted in 1,600 net new employees
hired in the Findlay area.

Fostering a cooperative environment be-
tween businesses and local government has
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resulted in continued economic growth in Find-
lay. Over the past eight years, Findlay has
completed over 200 projects and produced
over 7,000 new jobs through an estimated
$1.65 billion in investment. This success
would not be possible without the partnership
and cooperation between the City of Findlay,
the Findlay-Hancock County Economic Devel-
opment office, the Hancock County Commis-
sioners, and the entire Findlay community.

Congratulations to Findlay, for another year
as the Nation’s top-ranked Micropolitan Com-
munity.

HUNTER KOZNEY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Hunter
Kozney for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Hunter Kozney is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Hunter
Kozney is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Hun-
ter Kozney for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

RECOGNIZING ERNEST JONES

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize and honor Ernest
Jones of Waycross, Georgia for his victory
with the Los Angeles Rams in Super Bowl
LVI.

Ernest is no stranger to successful seasons,
his Senior year on the Ware County Gators
High School Football team, he recorded 112
tackles, six tackles for loss, two sacks, three
forced fumbles, and was named first-team
Class 5—AAAAA.

From Ware County, Ernest committed to
play football at the University of South Caro-
lina, where he quickly became a starter fol-
lowing his freshman year.

Ernest led the team in tackles following his
sophomore and junior seasons with ninety-
seven tackles his sophomore year and eighty-
six tackles his junior year, with five tackles for
loss.

The Los Angeles Rams selected Ernest with
the 103rd pick of the 2021 NFL Draft and be-
came the starter in week eight of their cham-
pionship run.

In the Super Bowl, Ernest was a force to be
reckoned with, amassing seven tackles, one
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sack, and a pass block in the Rams’ victory
over the Cincinnati Bengals.

Ernest is a prime example of hard work,
dedication, and has a contagious love for the
game of football.

His work ethic and drive are examples for
us all to follow, and we are blessed to have
him here in the First District of Georgia.

| Congratulate Ernest on being a world
champion.

———
INTRODUCTION  OF THE  UNI-
VERSAL PREKINDERGARTEN

AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION ACT OF 2022

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the Universal Prekindergarten and
Early Childhood Education Act of 2022, a
version of which | have introduced in seven
previous Congresses. My bill would establish
and expand prekindergarten programs in pub-
lic and public charter schools for three- and
four-year-old children. The prekindergarten
years are critical for children’s brain develop-
ment.

My bill seeks a breakthrough in public edu-
cation by providing funding for states to add
prekindergarten for children at three and four
years of age, like kindergarten programs for
five-year-old children now routinely available in
public schools. This bill would eliminate major
shortcomings of unevenly available day care
and, importantly, would take advantage of the
safe facilities required in public schools.

My bill provides federal funds to states,
which must be matched by at least 20 percent
of a state’s own funds, to establish or expand
universal, voluntary prekindergarten in public
and public charter schools, regardless of in-
come. The classes, which would be part of a
full-day program and run throughout the entire
school year, must be taught by teachers who
possess equivalent qualifications to those
teaching other grades in the school. The funds
would supplement, not supplant, other federal
funds for early childhood education. The
uniqgue moneysaving aspect of my bill is that
it uses the existing public-school infrastructure
and trained teachers to make early childhood
education available to all, saving billions of
dollars in implementation costs.

The success of Head Start and other pre-
kindergarten programs, combined with new
scientific evidence on the importance of brain
development in early childhood, virtually man-
dates the expansion of early childhood edu-
cation to all children. Early learning programs
mainly have been available only to the afflu-
ent, who can afford them, and to some low-in-
come families in programs such as Head
Start, which would be unaffected by my bill.
My bill provides a practical way to universal,
public preschool education for the majority of
families. The goal of the bill is to afford the
benefits of early childhood education to the
working poor, lower middle class and middle
class, most of whom have been left out of this
essential education for their children.

We cannot afford to allow the most fertile
years for childhood development to pass
unenriched. My bill responds to the great
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needs of parents who seek early childhood
education, as well as to today’s brain science,
which shows that a child’s brain development
begins much earlier than had been previously
understood.

Considering the staggering cost of day care,
the inaccessibility of early childhood education
and the opportunity that early education offers
to improve a child’'s chances of success,
schooling for three- and four-year-old children
is overdue. The absence of viable options for
families demands our immediate attention.

My bill reflects what jurisdictions throughout
the nation increasingly are trying to accom-
plish. The District of Columbia, for example,
has achieved an extensive integration of early
childhood education as part of a larger effort
to improve D.C. public schools.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

———————

HONORING THE CAREER OF DAVID
BAYNE

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor a resident of Connecticut’s 4th Congres-
sional District and a friend, David Bayne.

David is an attorney and the President of
the Board of Directors of Connecticut CASA, a
great organization dedicated to fostering a
statewide network of Court Appointed Special
Advocates to serve the best interests of chil-
dren who have dealt with abuse or neglect,
and he’s been a committed public servant to
the town of Darien for nearly 20 years.

During his career, David has been a Select-
man, a member of the Representative Town
Meeting in Darien, a transportation specialist
for the Connecticut League of Women Voters,
and a member of the Weed Beach Building
Committee. He also spent 17 years on
Darien’s Democratic Town Committee and
served in various roles including Chairman.

David has always understood the impor-
tance of service and activism, and the capac-
ity of those seeking to get involved and posi-
tively impact the lives of Connecticut resi-
dents. It has been a pleasure to work with
David and | look forward to seeing the next
phase of David’s career of service to Darien,
and the State of Connecticut.

DEVIN THOMA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Devin Thoma
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Devin Thoma is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Devin
Thoma is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
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levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Devin Thoma for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

MRS. TERESA VERA PEREZ
HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life of Mrs.
Teresa Vera Perez of Concepcion, Texas,
who dedicated her life to serving the people of
Duval County.

Mrs. Perez was born on November 25,
1933, to Saturnina Vera and Francisca Saenz
Vera. At the age of 18, she married Mr. Asildo
Lopez Perez with whom she shared a life for
57 years. During this time, they raised five
children together: Elena, Ester, Eloy, and
twins Eduardo and Ernesto.

Mrs. Perez first ran for Justice of the Peace,
Precinct 2 in 1977 and won, making hr the
first female Justice of the Peace in Duval
County history. She served a total of three
terms, becoming a lifelong member of the
Texas Justices of the Peace and Constables
Association and Chaplain for the South Texas
Association of Justices of the Peace and Con-
stables. In addition to her time serving as Jus-
tice of the Peace, Mrs. Perez also worked as
a Nurse’s Aide at the P&S Hospital, previously
located in Alice, Texas. Following her 12 years
as Justice of the Peace, she continued to
serve as an Honorable Judge by joining cou-
ples in matrimony.

Mrs. Perez was an active member of the
Duval County and the Concepcion commu-
nities throughout her lifetime. She proudly
served as a Eucharistic Minister and member
of the Immaculate Concepcion Catholic
Church Altar and Rosary Society as well as
the Guadalupana and the Fiesta Del Rancho
Committee. She was also crowned Queen of
the Elderly Nutrition program twice. fn 1993, at
the age of 60 years old, she obtained her
GED diploma in Alice, Texas. Mrs. Perez
passed away on January 23, 2014. Although
she is no longer with us, her memory remains
eternal.

Madam Speaker, | stand here today to ac-
knowledge the countless achievements and
charitable acts of Mrs. Teresa Vera Perez.
She devoted her life to the betterment of her
community and her legacy will be no doubt be
remembered by all who knew her. Her general
love for life, her family, the Lord, and commit-
ment to her neighbors is admirable. May she
rest in peace.

———

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT DANIEL
CUADRA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the memory of Robert Daniel Cuadra.
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Fatally struck by a stray bullet on January 19,
2022, | stand before you to say goodbye to
Robert and wish him well in the next life.

Robert was a kind, respectful and polite
young man. He loved his family and cared
deeply about his future. His life was not easy,
but a rough start would not define him. He
would work hard and chase after his dreams.
Robert understood clearly that he would have
to fight for every inch of progress.

A senior at HARP Academy and a patrtici-
pant in the Upward Bound Program at
Montclair University, Robert challenged him-
self academically. Often so engrossed in his
studies, Robert chose to forgo time with his
friends to prepare for college. He was a self-
described homebody and favored time alone
with his immediate family.

While enrolled at Upward Bound, a program
for disadvantaged high school students, Rob-
ert blossomed. Montclair University was a
place he felt comfortable and accepted. Tak-
ing classes in subjects that inspired him and
interacting with people who shared his inter-
ests motivated him. Robert was on track, there
was light at the end of the tunnel. He could
find himself and engage in the many wonder-
ful experiences that make our youth a memo-
rable time.

As a father and grandfather, | can only
imagine the hurt. | ask the Cuadra family to
continue to tell stories about Robert and
breathe life into his memory for his siblings
and extended family. Robert's passing is es-
pecially difficult and its tragic to have lost a
young man with so much potential. Our com-
munity was enriched by people like him, and
his actions set an example for all to follow.

My heart breaks for Robert and | know he
will be missed by many people. It is my hope
that the love and support of friends and all
those whose lives he touched will help the
Cuadra family manage the loss of Robert. My
thoughts and prayers are with all of them dur-
ing this time of mourning. Robert brought hap-
piness into our lives and everyone around
him.

As we honor him today, | know there are
still many young men and women in similar
situations. While this moment in time is unde-
niably sad, we should draw inspiration from
his story. Robert struggled and fought to get
ahead in life. We honor him because he re-
minds us that life can be difficult, but we
should never give up in the face of adversity.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, friends, family, and the residents of
New Jersey in recognizing the memory of
Robert Daniel Cuadra. We keep him in prayer,
and we commit to watch over his family. Rob-
ert, may he rest in peace.

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING DR. BENJAMIN ‘“BENJIE”
SANTIAGO ON BEING SELECTED
AS THE 2021 GUAM DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION TEACHER OF THE
YEAR

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS
OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2022
Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, | rise

today to commend and congratulate Dr. Ben-
jamin “Benjie” Santiago on being selected as
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the 2021 Guam Department of Education
(GDOE) Teacher of the Year. Dr. Santiago is
an exemplary teacher whose commitment to
service and devotion to community have and
continue to inspire our youth, foster great
leadership, and expand opportunities for our
island students to lead successful lives.

The Teacher of the Year Program is the old-
est and most prestigious national honors pro-
gram focused on recognizing excellence in
teaching. Providing a platform for highlighting
both the extraordinary work and dedication of
educators across the country and the impor-
tance of quality education in the futures of our
youth, island, and nation, this program has
uniquely directed community accolades to out-
standing teachers in Guam since 1969. Fol-
lowing a rigorous nomination, evaluation, and
observation process, Dr. Santiago was award-
ed the honor from among six finalists.

Dr. Santiago first discovered his passion for
teaching when he took on roles as an instruc-
tor at cultural dance academies and a local fit-
ness organization. Embracing his calling to
help others on their personal paths of achieve-
ment, he navigated an extensive teaching ca-
reer that has resulted in what is now 25 years
with GDOE: In 1993, Dr. Santiago earned his
Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education from
the University of Guam. He then went on to
earn his master’s and doctoral degrees in edu-
cation and educational leadership from the
University of Portland and Argosy University
respectively. Today, Dr. Santiago celebrates
over 15 years of service to students and col-
leagues as a cultural dance and journalism
teacher at Agueda . Johnston Middle School.

As demonstrated by his countless achieve-
ments, Dr. Santiago has consistently gone
above and beyond his duties within the school
system. In addition to collaborative curriculum
and intervention development for holistic stu-
dent success, Dr. Santiago has served as an
in-house mentor for new teachers, coordinated
cultural events for his school community, and
successfully trained a school choir to earn 3
gold medals in a CHamoru language competi-
tion. Further, he is a trailblazing force that has
created curricula for Cultural Arts and Dance
for all secondary grade levels, introduced a
new method to simultaneously teach cultural
dance to both face-to-face and online learners
amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and
developed a new CHamoru language program
with support from local government agencies.
Most impressive, however, is his personal un-
dertaking to establish deeper understanding
and awareness of cultural concepts as an in-
herent part of Guam’s public education.

On behalf of the People of Guam, | would
like to extend a sincere congratulations to Dr.
Benjamin Santiago. His combined approach to
advocate for both students and culture both
challenges the traditional definitions of learn-
ing and success within the four walls of a
classroom and better equips our youth to pur-
sue any endeavor they dare to dream. Dr.
Santiago’s perseverance, ingenuity, and zeal
to secure the best for our students encap-
sulates the limitless potential available to com-
munities that work together in service of each
other, and | wish him the best on the rest of
his professional journey.

March 15, 2022
VICTORIA BEAGLE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Victoria Bea-
gle for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Victoria Beagle is a student at Wheat Ridge
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Victoria
Beagle is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Vic-
toria Beagle for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

HONORING DEVIN WILCOX AND HIS
SERVICE TO THE U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor the service and accomplishments
of Devin Wilcox, my outstanding legislative as-
sistant who’s transitioning from my office to
pursue a new opportunity. Devin joined my
staff in 2019, after working in the private sec-
tor as a policy analyst. Since then, Devin has
blossomed into an extraordinary policy wonk
and leader.

Devin has been instrumental in my work to
demonstrably change the lives of Black men
and boys and improve our nation’s infrastruc-
ture. Devin’s legislative and political acumen
were instrumental in building support for my
recently enacted Commission on the Social
Status of Black Men and Boys Act. Devin also
worked closely with transportation stake-
holders on my priorities that were included in
the Infrastructure Jobs and Investment Act.

Additionally, Devin has created pipelines for
diverse students to access coveted internship,
fellowship, and employment opportunities on
Capitol Hill. Understandably, he has earned
the respect of his colleagues and stakeholders
alike.

Devin was born and raised in Florida City,
Florida. He’'s a product of the Miami-Dade
County Public School system and earned his
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Flor-
ida International University in 2014.

On behalf of Florida’s 24th Congressional
District, | ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Devin Wilcox for his extraordinary ac-
complishments, commitment to public service,
and for being a trailblazer.




March 15, 2022

HONORING CHIEF BRAD KELLER,
MONTEBELLO POLICE DEPART-
MENT

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. SANCHEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor Chief Brad Keller, a dedicated public
servant for the city of Montebello. Chief Keller
is retiring after 31 years of service to his com-
munity and the Montebello Police Department.

Chief Keller began his law enforcement ca-
reer with the Montebello Police Department in
1991, after graduating from Rio Hondo Col-
lege Police Academy.

Throughout his career, Chief Keller's work in
the community was recognized through mul-
tiple promotions, until eventually becoming
Montebello’s 10th Police Chief in 2018.
Through his advanced leadership and peace
officer training, Chief Keller recognized that
protecting a community also requires an in-
creased understanding of the diversity of the
community.

While Chief Keller always sought to protect
and serve his community, he took care to do
so while maintaining a relationship of trust and
respect with the citizens of Montebello.

Notably, Chief Keller was awarded the
Medal of Courage and the Medal of Merit in
2000 and the Medal of Lifesaving in 2003.

Chief Keller dedicated his life to serving
Montebello, and he leaves behind a legacy
that will inspire current and future public serv-
ants.

——————

CELEBRATING THE IZAAK WALTON
LEAGUE OF AMERICA’S 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with im-
mense pleasure that | rise today to recognize
the Izaak Walton League of America on the
organization’s 100th Anniversary and to con-
gratulate its members on their many accom-
plishments. In honor of the League’s anniver-
sary, | would like to commemorate its legacy
of environmental advocacy.

The lzaak Walton League of America was
formally incorporated on January 14, 1922, by
fifty-four ambitious men with the goal of con-
serving our nation’s natural resources. At the
time, after recognizing the deterioration of our
wildlife habitats, they took immediate action to
ensure their enjoyment, benefit, and use for
generations to come. Today, the League con-
sists of 42,000 members and more than 200
community-based chapters, each committed to
continuing the legacy and furthering the ac-
complishments of their predecessors. The
League’s members have worked hard to pro-
tect our nation’s soil, air, wood, waters, and
wildlife, and not only have they met their goal,
they have exceeded it.

The League is responsible for the passage
of the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act,
commonly known as the Pittman-Robertson
Act, which was signed into law in 1937. This
has provided billions of dollars in funding to
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wildlife restoration, habitat conservation, and
hunter education. The League’s proposal and
advocacy for a federal agency to combat
water pollution across the country led to the
landmark Clean Water Act of 1972 which set
federal standards for our nation’s waters. Fur-
thermore, the League’s advocacy on behalf of
Indiana Dunes National Park has provided
Hoosiers in Northwest Indiana continued en-
joyment and enrichment of our lakeshore. We
must also commend the Izaak Walton League
for its role in the creation of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, the Upper Mis-
sissippi River National Wildlife and Fish Ref-
uge, Superior National Forest, Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, and the Ever-
glades and Isle Royale National Parks.

Many positive changes involving policies,
legislation, and efforts to protect the environ-
ment have resulted because of the League’s
dedication to its communities. The League’s
members, known as “lkes,” give their time to
help build nature trails, restore stream banks,
plant trees and rain gardens, keep family
farms in business, and prevent the spread of
invasive species. Keeping in mind how impor-
tant it is to invest in the future, the League
created a scholarship fund that awards
$125,000 annually to students who are seek-
ing their degrees in fields related to conserva-
tion and natural resources. When it comes to
protecting our water sources, defending public
lands, establishing farm and energy policy,
protecting fish and wildlife, and conservation,
the lzaak Walton League’s members have
proven that with diligence, teamwork, and an
appreciation for nature, everyday citizens can
have a major impact on the world.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my
other distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring and congratulating the lzaak Walton
League of America on its 100th Anniversary.
Through the years, the League’s members
have dedicated their time and efforts to ensure
the conservation of our natural resources, and
for this, they are to be recognized and com-
mended.

JACKSON WALLACE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jackson Wal-
lace for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jackson Wallace is a student at Three
Creeks K-8 and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jackson
Wallace is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jackson Wallace for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
AND SERVICE OF RETIRING UNI-
VERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM
PRESIDENT TOMMY THOMPSON

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise in honor of the career and service of retir-
ing University of Wisconsin System President,
Tommy Thompson.

Throughout Mr. Thompson’s long and es-
teemed career, he has been admired by his
peers for his incredible dedication to public
service. From being born and raised in Elroy,
Wisconsin, to enlisting in the United States
Army National Guard, to becoming the long-
est-serving governor in Wisconsin history, Mr.
Thompson’s commitment to the State of Wis-
consin and our Nation never waivered. | com-
mend Mr. Thompson’s service and thank him
for the enormous contributions that he has
made to the State of Wisconsin and to the
United States.

Mr. Thompson’s successful tenure as gov-
ernor was spearheaded by major initiatives
like the nation’s first school-choice program
that Wisconsinites continue to benefit from
today. His push for the parental school-choice
program created unparalleled educational op-
portunities for students and witnessed record
participation. Governor Thompson led the way
on education, healthcare, and welfare reform
setting the stage for decades of prosperity in
Wisconsin. Given the success of his governor-
ship, Mr. Thompson was appointed by then
President George W. Bush to serve as the
Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary
from 2001 to 2005. During his time as HHS
Secretary, Mr. Thompson played a key role in
projects and initiatives that resulted in greater
transparency and efficiency throughout the
agency.

During his almost 60-year career, Mr.
Thompson has proven himself to be one of
the most successful public servants in Wis-
consin history. In 2019, Mr. Thompson yet
again answered the call to service as he was
named President of the University of Wis-
consin System. Under his leadership, the UW
System prioritized developing, attracting, and
retaining students and educators that will ben-
efit from the world-class education that the
UW system has to offer. As President, Mr.
Thompson also helped the UW System navi-
gate the incredible challenges of a once-in-a-
lifetime pandemic. The State of Wisconsin is
grateful for Mr. Thompson’s lifetime of service
and dedication to our great state.

As we look back on Mr. Thompson’s career,
there is no doubt that he has dedicated his life
to making the world around him a better place.
Mr. Thompson’s continued service to both the
State of Wisconsin and the United States is
worthy of our highest degree of recognition. |
urge all of my colleagues in this body to join
me in congratulating Mr. Thompson on an-
other successful tenure in public service and
on his retirement from the UW System. | wish
him all the best in his future endeavors.
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HONORING WALTER DELANEY, JR.

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Walter Delaney, Jr., who died on
February 14, 2022, at the age of 81. Mr.
Delaney dedicated his life to public service as
a law enforcement officer who honorably ful-
filled his professional duties.

Mr. Delaney was born on March 15, 1940,
to the late Walter L. Delaney, Sr., and Re-
becca Minor Delaney. Mr. Delaney attended
Roanoke City Public Schools. From a young
age, he always led with a heart of service. He
volunteered with the Huntington Life Saving
Crew, and this inspired him to become a Roa-
noke County Deputy Sheriff. So, he left his job
at the Eaton Corp. in Salem to serve his com-
munity.

He worked as a patrolman, an investigator,
and in the courts. Mr. Delaney became the
first Black deputy for the Roanoke County
Sheriff's Office. As a practicing attorney in the
Roanoke Valley, | worked with Mr. Delaney for
many years. He was always professional and
courteous. He never drew attention to the fact
that he was the first black deputy. In a time
when the country was going through desegre-
gation, Mr. Delaney was a trailblazer in his
community. In every role he held, he con-
stantly worked hard and selflessly served
those around him.

In addition to serving in law enforcement,
Mr. Delaney was also an active member of the
Sweet Union Baptist Church and deeply val-
ued his faith.

Mr. Delaney was preceded in death by his
parents; his wife, Susie M. Larry Delaney; his
son, Ricky H. Delaney, his sister, Loreli
Cherrylene Delaney; his brother Xavier
Jacques Delaney; and his brothers-in-law:
Rodney Buford Larry and Phillip Larry.

He is survived by his children Gary Han-
cock, Robbie Delaney Majors and Anthony
Delaney, Sr.; siblings, Yvonne Delaney Oliver,
William Delaney, Essie J. Manns, Johnny
Delaney; grandchildren, Gary Kasey, Antonio
Taylor, William “Tre” Majors, Anthony
Delaney, Jr., Jarek Hancock, Naya Delaney,
and Dallas Delaney; great grandchildren,
Jamauri Majors, Jaylen Majors, TreMaine
Bond, Jin Lee Taylor; and many other beloved
family and friends. | offer them my condo-
lences on the loss of this good man.

HONORING CARMEL ANGELO
HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. HUFFMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the significant career and
accomplishments of Ms. Carmel Angelo on the
occasion of her retirement from the County of
Mendocino as Chief Executive Officer (CEO).

Ms. Angelo was hired to be the director of
Health and Human Services and Assistant
CEO for Mendocino County in 2007. Just
three years later, she was appointed to serve
as County CEO by the Mendocino County
Board of Supervisors in 2010, becoming the
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first woman to hold the County’s top executive
position.

Throughout her 15-year tenure, Ms. Angelo
was a strong advocate for Mendocino County,
and she was well-respected for her ability to
address the unique challenges facing rural
counties. As CEO, she led the County through
a fiscal crisis and provided effective leadership
during multiple fire and flood disasters. Draw-
ing on her experience in health and human
services, she navigated the public health re-
sponse to the global pandemic of COVID-19
with skill.

Ms. Angelo’s advocacy for rural counties ex-
tended beyond Mendocino County through her
leadership work with multiple statewide asso-
ciations. She served on the California Associa-
tion of County Executives (CACE) as a mem-
ber and president, earning the 2021 Presi-
dent's CACE Award. In addition, her efforts
with the Rural County Representatives of Cali-
fornia (RCRC) resulted in the 2018 RCRC
President’'s Award, and her work with Cali-
fornia State Association of Counties (CSAC)
was honored with its 2019 CSAC Circle of
Service Award.

Madam Speaker, Carmel Angelo’s career is
a sterling example of service and dedication to
improving the effectiveness of local govern-
ment and meeting the needs of rural commu-
nities. Please join me in honoring Carmel An-
gelo on the occasion of her retirement, and in
wishing her the best of luck in her future en-
deavors.

TAYLER BARKER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Tayler Barker
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Tayler Barker is a student at Warren Tech
North and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Tayler
Barker is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Tay-
ler Barker for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassador for Youth award. | have
no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments.

——

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
JOHN CHENEY’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. John Cheney, an outstanding
citizen from North Baltimore, Ohio, who will
celebrate his 90th birthday on March 20, 2022.

March 15, 2022

John has been a leader in the community
through a lifetime of service, and his family
and friends are very grateful to have the op-
portunity to celebrate this significant birthday
with him: Reaching this momentous milestone
provides the opportunity to recognize John’s
many accomplishments in life, but especially
his service to our country and community.

John served on active duty as a field artil-
lery officer in the U.S. Army after graduation
from Bowling Green State University in 1954.
He served on active duty until 1957 and con-
tinued in the U.S. Army Reserves, completing
twenty-eight years of military service as a
Lieutenant Colonel. He has remained active in
a number of military organizations and is well
known for his large collection of military vehi-
cles, which he takes to events throughout
Northwest Ohio and the rest of the country.
He chaired the Findlay-Hancock County
Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Com-
mittee when it established the county’s Armed
Forces Day Celebration. Today, Armed Forces
Day in Findlay is one of the largest annual
military events in Ohio. He is a member of the
Military Vehicle Preservation Association, and
his vehicle collection has helped to preserve
and promote our military heritage. John is a
charter member of the Ohio Motor Pool and
participated in the 2009 Transcontinental Mili-
tary Convoy. He is also a pilot and a member
of the Experimental Aircraft Association. Nota-
bly, he built a trophy-winning open cockpit bi-
plane, which he flew for many years.

John married his wife, Elaine, on July 19,
1952, and they had three children: Caprice,
Mark, and John. After completing his active-
duty military service, John worked at Hancock-
Wood Electric Cooperative for 41 years while
raising his family, retiring as president and
CEO in 1996. He is known throughout the
area for his public service and has continued
to be active in many organizations in his com-
munity and Northwest Ohio. Most notably, he
is a founding trustee and served as chairman
of Northwestern Water and Sewer District
Board of Trustees. He continues to serve on
that board. He also served for 13 years as a
board member of Buckeye Power, which pro-
vides electric energy to 25 member coopera-
tives in Ohio.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in celebrating John Cheney’s 90th birth-
day. John is most worthy of this recognition,
and | thank him for a distinguished career
serving our country and community. On behalf
of the people of the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Ohio, | wish John a very happy birthday
and his family all the best.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL JOHNSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained during this vote, but
had | been present, | would have voted YEA
on Roll Call No. 70.



March 15, 2022

RECOGNIZING CHIEF M.E. “GENE”
WALDROP ON 50 YEARS OF DEDI-
CATED SERVICE IN LAW EN-
FORCEMENT

HON. MICHAEL GUEST

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to congratulate Chief M.E. “Gene”
Waldrop on 50 years of service in law enforce-
ment. He has enjoyed a distinguished career,
and we are grateful for his dedicated service
to defend the safety of our great state for
more than half a century.

As a native of Greenville, Mississippi, Chief
Waldrop graduated from Greenville High
School and later served as Staff Sergeant in
the Mississippi National Guard. After being
honorably discharged, Waldrop began his law
enforcement career as a patrol officer. Chief
Waldrop served 20 years for the Greenville
Mississippi Police Department and retired in
1991 as Chief of Police. With Chief Waldrop’s
oversight and encouragement, the City of
Greenville coordinated with local agencies to
develop efficient disaster response plans that
heightened the region’s security.

After retiring, Chief Waldrop was appointed
as Chief of Police in the City of Madison, Mis-
sissippi, holding to his commitment to public
service. In this role, he continued his steadfast
dedication to keeping the great state of Mis-
sissippi safe by establishing advanced emer-
gency response plans. Under his courageous
leadership, the City of Madison has been
rated the Safest City in Mississippi by several
crime prevention organizations.

Chief Waldrop is also a dedicated commu-
nity servant. He helped to establish the Board
of Directors for the Mississippi Firefighters’
Memorial Burn Center Association. There, he
served as the Vice-President of the Board of
Directors, one of his many achievements that
earned Chief Waldrop the Jim Ingram Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2012.

| commend all that Chief Waldrop has done
to valiantly protect the lives of Mississippians,
and | thank him for his contributions towards
bettering our state’s law enforcement. | extend
my very best wishes to him and look forward
to working with him in the future to make our
state an even better place to live, worship,
and raise a family.

ADDISON KEGERREIS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Addison
Kegerreis for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Addison Kegerreis is a student at Wayne
Carle MS and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Addison
Kegerreis is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
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cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Addison Kegerreis for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING BRIGADIER GENERAL
RODERICK R. LEON GUERRERO
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor a true public servant, Brigadier
General Roderick R. Leon Guerrero and con-
gratulate him on his retirement from the Guam
Army National Guard (GUARNG) after 34
years of service to our island and nation.

Launching his military career in 1985, Briga-
dier General Leon Guerrero enlisted as a Pri-
vate First Class. Determined to advance both
his education and position in the ranks, he
then entered the Army ROTC program at the
University of Guam and was commissioned as
a second lieutenant three years later. After
earning his bachelor's degree in Political
Science, he sought continued growth in knowl-
edge and experience—paving a path from
Combat Medic to Specialist, Cadet, and onto
numerous assignments as a commissioned of-
ficer. His lasting contributions were catalyzed
through his roles as an Intelligence Officer,
Executive Officer for a Headquarters Com-
pany, Military Police Company Commander,
Personnel Officer, Assistant Professor of Mili-
tary Science, Recruiting and Retention Man-
ager, Deputy G3 Officer, Plans, Operations,
and Military Support Officer, Civil Support
Team Commander, J3 Officer, and J1 Officer.
Moreover, he maintains an impressive military
education bolstered by a Security Managers
Course at the National Defense Institution,
Military Police Officer Basic Course, Adjutant
General Officers Advanced Course, Combined
Arms Staff Service Course, Command and
General Staff Course, and Embedded Military
Transition Training Course in addition to nu-
merous other trainings and the completion of
programs hosted by Harvard University and
the Army Strategic Education.

After earning his master’s in Strategic Stud-
ies from the U.S. Army War College, Brigadier
General Leon Guerrero emerged as a pillar of
leadership for our community with unwavering
resolution. In addition to supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom as part of the first Embed-
ded Training Team from the GUARNG to Af-
ghanistan, he embodied excellence in service
as Chief of Joint Staff for the Guam National
Guard (GUNG). As a Director of Military Af-
fairs and Personnel, he further utilized his ex-
tensive experience, valuable specialties, and-
incomparable integrity to develop our National
Guard into a world-class organization. By
2015, he was selected to serve as the Adju-
tant General of the GUNG, where he advised
the Governor of Guam on military affairs. In
this capacity, he was also responsible for en-
suring more than 1,500 Guardsmen were ac-
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cessible, capable, and ready to deploy on is-
land in response to emergencies and provide
combat ready servicemembers to the U.S.
Army and Air Force.

With a long list of recognitions that include
a Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Meritorious
Service, Army Commendation, Army, Airforce,
and Army Reserve Components Achievement,
and Afghanistan Campaign Medals, National
Defense, Global War on Terrorism, and Hu-
manitarian Service Medals, Army Service,
Overseas Service, and NATO Ribbons, and
Combat Action and Parachutist Badges, Briga-
dier General Leon Guerrero’s countless deco-
rations only illustrate a glimpse of his out-
standing character and selflessness. His in-
duction into the prestigious Cadet Command
Hall of Fame in Fort Knox, Kentucky further
demonstrates his distinguished background in
both military and civilian pursuits and manifold
contributions to the nation, the Army, and the
history and traditions of the Army ROTC pro-
gram.

Throughout his career, Brigadier General
Roderick R. Leon Guerrero has never failed to
lead by example. Strengthened by his wife,
Mary, his sons Jared and Broderick, and his
daughter Crystal, he cultivated a fine career
rooted in collaboration, problem solving, and
results. He served with an astounding commit-
ment to self, others, nation, and the American
Dream, and continues to inspire many mem-
bers of our community with his legacy of integ-
rity and respect for others in all endeavors.
Madam Speaker, | rise on behalf of the Peo-
ple of Guam, offering my greatest appreciation
for Brigadier General Leon Guerrero’s commit-
ment to our country. | sincerely thank him for
his many years of service and sacrifice, con-
gratulate him on his well-earned retirement,
and wish him the best during the next chapter
of his life.

——————

IN HONOR OF PETE J.
STILIANESSIS

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Pete J. Stilianessis in cele-
bration of his decades of work as a father, po-
lice officer and leader in the law enforcement
community. | am proud to have such a com-
mitted and hardworking individual here in the
great State of New Jersey. A native son of
Passaic County, Pete Stilianessis dedicated
his life to the safety and security of our neigh-
borhood. | wish him well as he retires from the
New Jersey State Troopers Non-Commis-
sioned Officers Association.

Born in Paterson, New Jersey to Jerry and
Maryellen Stilianessis, Pete’s story is one that
begins with a love for public service. The son
of a former marine, his mother’s active duty in
the United States Marine Corps would moti-
vate Pete to do the same. Traveling the world
as a machine gunner, Pete displayed his ac-
tion-oriented personality. Most notably, he
would answer the call to serve in the Gulf War
and contribute his efforts in Iraq. A “Task
Force Ripper” during Operation Desert Storm,
Pete served as squad leader during ground
combat operations liberating Kuwait City on
February 27, 1991. Awarded the Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon, Navy Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation, Kuwait Liberation Medal and two
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Bronze Stars, Pete is a decorated veteran and
a man worth our respect and admiration.

Following his career in the military, Pete
would enter law enforcement. First a Correc-
tions Officer with the Passaic County Sherriff's
Department, then a police officer with several
municipalities, Pete would eventually decide
that his greatest aspiration was to serve as a
New Jersey State Trooper. Graduating from
the New Jersey State Police Academy in
1993, Pete would formally begin his storied
career as a State Trooper.

Starting as a “Road Trooper”, Pete would
quickly ascend the ranks to reach Detective.
Assigned to work on the Counter Terrorism
Unit, FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force and Drug
Enforcement Administration, Pete carried out
intricate and high level international and do-
mestic investigations. Working both as an un-
dercover agent and lead investigator, Pete
worked in Central and South America in addi-
tion to operations here in the United States.

As the President of the New Jersey State
Troopers Non-Commissioned Officers Asso-
ciation, Pete advocated for his brothers and
sisters in uniform. Embodying the principal of
service over self, Pete traveled both to our
State Capital of Trenton and Washington, D.C.
to fight for improved benefits and funding. |
know, he will be missed by so many as he re-
tires from law enforcement. As he transitions
into this new phase of life, | thank him for all
his hard work.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to working with and recognizing the
efforts of individuals like Mr. Pete J.
Stilianessis.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, friends, family, and the residents of
New Jersey in recognizing Pete J. Stilianessis,
as we celebrate his years of distinguished
service to the people of the Ninth Congres-
sional District.

REBECCA McNEIL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rebecca
McNeil for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Rebecca McNeil is a student at Wayne
Carle Middle School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Rebecca
McNeil is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Re-
becca McNeil for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF DR. FATIMA ZAFAR

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the life and legacy of
Dr. Fatima Zafar, a beloved, wife, mother,
physician, and medical leader in Miami-Dade
County.

Whereas, Fatima Zafar, MD was born on
October 20, 1941, in Hyderabad, India, the
first of six children. She was inspired by her
father as she watched him, a middle-class
contractor working for the government, tire-
lessly helping those in need, including buying
food with his own money to feed the poor, and
always encouraging his children to help oth-
ers. Fatima’s upbringing also included accom-
panying missionaries to the countryside to ad-
minister smallpox vaccines. She witnessed
women seeking medical help from nuns at a
time when they were prohibited from seeing
male doctors. These experiences intrigued
Fatima. Her fascination with the process of
healing contributed to the seeds of compas-
sion and doing for others sown into her life;
and

Whereas, Fatima was very athletic and very
active in high school sports. With her father’s
encouragement, she turned that focus to
science and medical classes, and was subse-
quently accepted at the Osmania University
Medical School. Upon graduation she com-
pleted her residency in Obstetrics/Gynecology,
at the Muslim Maternity and General Hospital
where she was in charge for three years; and

Whereas, Fatima and Ferrukh met and were
later married, had two daughters, and jour-
neyed to Miami, Florida where Fatima com-
pleted a residency in Psychiatry at Jackson
Memorial Hospital and became a Diplomat of
the American Board of Family Practice; and

Whereas, in 1980 Fatima was hired as
Chief Medical Officer for the Economic Oppor-
tunity Family Health Center, Inc. (EOFHC), at
a time when EOFHC was located in one of the
poorest neighborhoods in Miami-Dade County
and was just a collection of trailers. The med-
ical leadership which she provided over 28
years has been unparalleled including distinc-
tions such as, but not limited to, leading her
medical team in providing care for one of the
first HIV/AIDS cases in Miami-Dade; building
the first brick and mortar site for the Center;
expanding the accessibility and convenience
of high quality care provided by EOFHC by
opening six primary care sites; establishing
the Jefferson Reaves House as one of the first
substance abuse treatment programs for
women and their children; establishing pro-
grams for effective management of chronic ill-
nesses; establishing a fund through the Jessie
Trice Community Health Foundation to supple-
ment the costs of pharmaceuticals for patients
unable to pay. For the following twelve years
she focused on family medical services and
specialty services in the health system; and

Whereas, Fatima relocated in 2020 to New
Jersey to be near family after the passing of
her husband. Even after relocating to New
Jersey, up until one week before her own
passing on July 4, 2021, she continued her
commitment to touch and to heal, and to pro-
vide the highest quality of care to the most

March 15, 2022

vulnerable patients served by EOFHC, by pro-
viding telehealth services for ongoing manage-
ment of chronic illnesses and also providing
psychiatric consultation; and

Whereas, Fatima leaves behind her two
daughters, peers, mentors, staff and thou-
sands of patients who were all inspired by her
life and legacy of healing, giving, and love for
all mankind, including the least of these; and

Now, therefore, be it resolved that |, FRED-
ERICA S. WILSON, a member of the United
States House of Representatives representing
the 24th Congressional District of Florida, am
honored to recognize the naming of the main
site of the Jessie Trice Community Health
System, Inc. for the late Dr. Fatima Zafar, and
to recognize her for her commitment, dedica-
tion, and the outstanding medical leadership
that she has provided to our community.

HONORING I. RAY BYRD
HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of I. Ray Byrd, who passed away on
January 30, 2022. Mr. Byrd was a business-
man and community leader in Salem, Virginia.

Mr. Byrd was born on September 1, 1928,
in Martinsville, Virginia to Daniel Edward and
Virgie Holt Byrd. He attended Randolph
Macon College and finished his education at
the Medical College of Virginia with a Bachelor
of Science in Pharmacy. He later went on to
spend two years as a United States Marine
and attained the rank of Captain.

He and his wife, Nina, moved to Salem, Vir-
ginia in 1954. This is where he and his dear
friend, Ervin Pollard Brooks, founded Brooks-
Byrd Pharmacy. Brooks-Byrd Pharmacy be-
came an iconic Salem location and is still
open today. Further, the pharmacy’s patrons
benefited from the kindness of Mr. Byrd. In a
throwback to an earlier age, it allowed their
regular customers to carry accounts forward.
This was very helpful to many struggling fami-
lies throughout the years—including single-
parent households such as mine when | was
a kid. The community will be forever indebted
to Mr. Byrd and Mr. Brooks for their dedicated,
selfless service.

Throughout his pharmaceutical career, Mr.
Byrd also served as a pharmacist at the Brad-
ley Free Clinic, Richfield Pharmacy, and the
VA Hospital. He was also a member of the
Roanoke Valley Pharmaceutical and the Vir-
ginia Pharmaceutical Associations.

Beyond his professional endeavors, Mr.
Byrd devotedly volunteered and worked to im-
prove his community. He served in the Salem
Kiwanis Club, Salem Chamber of Commerce,
Salem Museum, Salem Sports Foundation,
and the Salem Industrial Authority. For five
years he served as the chairman of the City
of Salem School Board. Mr. Byrd especially
valued faith and family. He was an active
member and trustee of the Salem Baptist
Church.

Mr. Byrd’s survivors include his wife, Nina
Byrd; his children, Dr. Carol Byrd and her hus-
band, I. Ray Byrd, Jr. and his wife, Mary Cath-
erine Ruskan, and Laura Byrd Earle and her
husband; his grandchildren, Bradley Barr, Dr.
Ann Cameron Barr and her husband, Dr. An-
drew Barr and his wife, Nicholas Byrd and his
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wife, Alison Byrd Walker and her husband,
Caroline Byrd Heflin and her husband, Mat-
thew Ruskan, Catherine Ruskan, Nina Earle,
Samuel Earle, and Hank Earle; and great-
grandchildren Alicia Byrd, Cecilia Byrd, Smith
Barr, Ellis Barr, and Sophia Walker. | offer
them my condolences on their loss.

DREW KELLOGG

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Drew Kellogg
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Drew Kellogg is a student at Wayne Carle
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Drew Kel-
logg is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Drew Kellogg for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL WIL-
LIAM J. WALKER SERGEANT AT
ARMS OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Major General William J.
Walker, the 38th House Sergeant at Arms and
the first Black person to serve as the cham-
ber’s top security official.

A native of Chicago, lllinois, Walker holds
degrees from the University of lllinois at Chi-
cago (BA), Chicago State University (MS), Na-
tional Intelligence University (MS), and Amer-
ican University (MA). He completed the Na-
tional and International Security Program at
Harvard University, the National Security Stud-
ies Program at George Washington University,
the Seminar XXI Foreign Politics, International
Relations, and the National Interest Fellowship
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

He has been awarded nearly two dozen
medals and badges for his 39 years of military
service. He was appointed as a senior intel-
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ligence officer in 2009, holding final post as
deputy assistant administrator for Strategic
Warning at DEA headquarters.

Walker served as vice chair on the board of
directors of the Young Marines, a military affili-
ated non-profit organization that serves more
than 10,000 boys and girls. He also is a mem-
ber of several community organizations includ-
ing Alpha Phi Alpha and Sigma Pi Phi frater-
nities.

As the 23rd commanding general of the Dis-
trict of Columbia National Guard, Walker led
deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan,
Guantanamo Bay, Poland and Saudi Arabia.
He has overseen the 113th Wing, served at
the Pentagon, and as chair of the National
Guard Bureau’s Joint Diversity Executive
Council.

Walker played a central role in restoring
control following the Capitol siege on January
6. His expertise will go a long way toward re-
storing our faith in safety we once took for
granted. Further, he is committed to empow-
ering males of color to achieve their dreams.
He is newly inducted into the 5000 Role Mod-
els of Excellence Project and was bestowed
the Breaking the Glass Ceiling Award.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Major General William J. Walker for his dec-
ades of public service and for answering your
call to “bring his steady and patriotic leader-
ship” to this critical new role.

——————

HONORING JORGE DAVID
ALVARADO, JR.

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the loss and the service of Sali-
nas Police Officer Jorge David Alvarado, Jr.
Officer Alvarado was fatally shot in the line of
duty while conducting a traffic stop on Friday,
February 25, 2022.

Born in in the City and County of San Fran-
cisco, Jorge Davis Alvarado, Jr. understood
what it meant to give back to his community
and to his country. After graduating from the
Voice of the Pentecost Academy High School,
he enlisted in the United States Army as an
Infantryman. He earned the prestigious Com-
bat Infantry Badge for his gallantry during
combat operations in Afghanistan and was
promoted to the rank of Sergeant and as-
signed as a Team Leader.

After completing his tour of duty, Officer Al-
varado served the community of Colma on the
San Francisco Peninsula for four and half
years. He then joined the Salinas Police De-
partment, and aftercompleting his required
training, was assigned as a patrol officer.

Officer Alvarado displayed true bravery and
duty to his community, staying in the fight to
the end and paying the ultimate price. Officer
Alvarado’s passing marks the first city police
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officer lost in the line of duty in Salinas in
nearly 80 years. Officer Alvarado is survived
by his high school sweetheart and fiancée,
Veronica, his mother and father, his three
brothers, and his nieces and nephews.

As we look back upon his commitment and
actions as we mourn his loss, let us also look
to Officer Alvarado’s legacy of service as a
way forward. We must realize that our com-
munities rely on the men and women in uni-
form for order, for safety, and for our upward
mobility. Officer Alvarado did that by not only
protecting and serving Salinas, but he got up
every day and left his home knowing that his
job was to run to the danger and not away
from it.

Madam Speaker, Officer Jorge Alvarado ran
to the danger on February 25th. Let us make
sure that his service and his sacrifice are not
in vain. Together, we must support his family
and support the men and women in uniform
who serve and protect. It is because of their
service that we make it home to our families
every night and thrive in safe communities.

OCTOBER MAXWELL
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud October Max-
well for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

October Maxwell is a student at Wheat
Ridge High School and received this award
because her determination and hard work
have allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by October
Maxwell is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Oc-
tober Maxwell for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARIE NEWMAN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. NEWMAN. Madam Speaker, due to an
error, my vote was not recorded. Please ac-
cept this form detailing my vote: YEA on Roll
Call No. 65.
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